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Kirkland Trails President’s letter 
Kirkland Trails is alive and well despite the health, 
economic and political crises of the last year.  In fact we 
made progress in 2020, described elsewhere in this letter, 
although it was slowed by the pandemic.  We have seen 
extensive use of the South Trail as local residents have 
sought a place to exercise outdoors, connect with nature 

and escape the stresses 
of current daily life.

As the newly elected 
president of Kirkland 
Trails I would like to 
recognize four of our 
board members whom 
I regard as the 
“Founding Mothers” 
of our organization – 
Sharon Williams, 
Sandy Scofield, Kathy 
Collett and Gerry 
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New Board for 2021 

After a successful Annual 
Membership Meeting, we 
introduce the 2021 
Kirkland Trails Board of 
Directors:

Jim Bramley, President; 
Sharon Williams, Vice 
President; 
Tom Grenier, Treasurer; 
Chip Bassett, Secretary; 
Kathy Collett; 
Joe Gale; 
Gerry Gogel; 
Nicholas Heintz; 
Ann Silversmith
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Gogel.  It was in large part their vision, talents and 
perseverance that successfully launched Kirkland Trails in 
2018.  They have remained deeply involved and 
indispensable.  Sharon, our first president, will now be vice 
president.  Sandy has stepped down from the board, but 
will certainly remain engaged in our project.  Ann 
Silversmith will assume Sandy’s seat on the board and is 
sure to be a valuable addition.  Kathy will continue as chair 
of Communications and Gerry as chair of Membership.

We thank all of you for your support of recreational trails, a 
growing asset for our entire community.  We trust that 2021 
will be a better year for everyone and look forward to 
seeing you on the trail! 

Jim Bramley, President

Progress Report 
The abandoned Ontario and Western (O&W) Railroad line 
that follows the Chenango Canal corridor provides an 
excellent resource for trail development.  It is relatively 
level, dry, and just wide enough for a good multi-use trail.  
This we have envisioned as the Chenango Canal Trail.  It 
could conceivably run the length of the Town of Kirkland 
from Deansboro in the south all the way up to New 
Hartford and possibly Clark Mills in the north. 

The recently improved Kirkland Trails South Section, 
which starts at Route 315 in Deansboro and proceeds north 
three miles across Dugway Road to Route 12B at the 
intersection of Harding Road (Route 233), is a delightful 
trail but needs further improvements:

• the northern portion, between Dugway Road and 
Route 12B, needs to be surveyed, widened and re-surfaced;
• the trailhead at Route 12B needs a designated parking 
area and safer access;
• the most southerly portion near Deansboro needs 
further surface grading and drainage; and 
• we want to add along the trail some amenities, such as 
benches, kiosks and signage.  
Hopefully, this work will be completed within the next year 
or two.  

This South Section is owned by New York State and leased 
by the Town of Kirkland.  Our next proposed trail follows 
the O&W Railroad corridor that runs north from McBride
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Grey Dogwood in autumn 

Wood Duck Pond, along the 
proposed northern route

Kirkland Trails South Section 
in autumn
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Progress Report, continued 

Avenue in Clinton, crosses Robinson Road, and eventually leads into a beautiful 150-acre area with 
ponds, wetlands and woodlands that is owned by the Town of Kirkland.  Because this section of the 
railroad corridor is mostly privately owned, we will need to secure, through easements, the legal 
right to use it.  We hired a landscape architectural firm, which completed a feasibility study, and we 
now are in the process of hiring a surveyor to verify the boundaries along this route.  Once we have 
the landowners’ needed permission, we will work with the state, the town and the village to develop 
the trail.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Chip Bassett	

2020 Founders Campaign Committee Report
The Kirkland Trails 2020 Founders Campaign Committee is happy to report that as of December 
31st, 2020, we have reached our goal!

On June 1st 2020, we kicked off the Kirkland Trails Founders 2020 Campaign to help raise funds 
needed to complete Phase 1 and to launch Phase 2 of the trails.	

We are thrilled to announce that because of your tremendous support to this community, we have 
raised over   $100,000. Starting with a grant of $15,000 from Hamilton College’s Town-Gown 
Fund in 2019, we were also able to raise over $20,000 from the Kirkland Trails Board Members, 
core volunteers as well as 2 anonymous donors. The rest of the donations came from 205 generous 
community donors.

We are so grateful to this community and its support of the Kirkland Trails. However, please note that 
even though the KT 2020 Founders Campaign is over, your continued support each year is necessary for 
further development of the trails.

We all love this community and enjoy the beautiful amenities it has to offer and now through your 
support we are able to offer one more: the Kirkland Trails.

On behalf of the entire board and core volunteers, a sincere thank you to all of you who support the 
Kirkland Trails. 

Paula Balch, Corrine Gates, & Cindy Wirene
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Fairy houses gathered up to be 
saved over the winter
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FOUNDER  $5000+  
Anonymous 
Paula and Tom Balch  
Ann and Joe Gale  
Corrine Gates & Tom Neumann 
Hamilton College Town-Gown Fund 
Pinny and George Kuckel 
Karen Sammon & Will Cardamone *   
The Jean & Dwight Vicks Family 
Cindy and Bill Wirene 

_________________ 
PLATINUM   $2500 - $4999 
Pat and Jim Bramley  * 
Strategic Financial Services 

__________________
GOLD   $1000 - $2499 
Anonymous 
Dr. Brian Chase & Dr. John Pylman* 
Dirigo Outdoor Management 
Vivian and Jerry Grenier 
Beverly and Warren Hayford 
Betsy Jensen & Bob Turner * 
Suzanne Keene & Fran MacDonnell * 
Michael & Vale Leist 
Carrie and Fred Matt 
Colleen Pellman * 
Courtney and Joe Peters 
Judy Sweet 
Jackie & Doug Walters 
Sharon and Ernest Williams 
Linda and William Ziesenitz * 

____________________ 
SILVER    $500 - $999 
Sue Kimball 
Linda and Joe McHarris 
Catherine Shaw 
Gail & Nat Strout 
William & Margaret Thickstun * 
George Whitton 
Carol and Richard Woodard 

 

BRONZE    $100 - $499 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Glynis and Ufuk Asu  
Frederick (Chub) Bailly 
James and Gretchen Balch  
Vige Barrie and Jim Frederick 
Chip Bassett 
David Bell 
Kris and Steve Bellona  
Debra and Lou Betrus * 
Denise Brannick, MD 
Karen Brewer and Joe Stanco 

Andrew & Julia Burns * 
Sharon Kelly & Al Burke * 
Betsy and Dick Bedient * 
Katie and Sam Bono * 
Tania and John Brady *  
Carol Bremer * 
Christina and Jim Buschmann * 
Chris and Tom Ceely * 
Sally Cockburn & Onno Oerlemans * 
Alan Cole and Louise Trevillyan * 
Sara Carman 
Kathy and Brian Collett * 
Mary and Larry Combs  
Ruth and Mike Cosgrove 
Chad and Kathy Davis * 
Anne and Mike Debraggio * 
Cynthia Domack 
Carol Drogus and Steve Orvis 
Gail Dwyer 
Donald and Jennifer Edmunds 
Marilee Ensign & John Murphy * 
Kathleen Flynn 
Patty and Chris Fox 
George Fogg * 
Laura and Rit Fuller * 
GEM Agency Inc * 
Aimee Germain * 
John F. Geiser 
Joanne Gilles & David Hermann 
Elizabeth & Larry Gilroy 
Germaine Gogel * 
Donna and Peter Goodfriend * 
Edwin and Ruth Grant 
Laura and Tom Grenier 
Gurdo Family * 
Naomi Guttman & Jonathan Mead * 
Martine Guyot-Bender & Larry Bender  
Sue and John Hecklau * 
Terry and Mike Howard 
Wendy and Brymer Humphreys 
Gayle and Steve James * 
Jay K Lumber  
Blair and Gordon Jones * 
Carol and Bob Jubenville 
Jury Lawn and Yard  
Ray and Katherine Ketcham * 
Marcia and Pat Knapp * 
Shirley and Larry Knop * 
Brenda Kobilis * 
Elaine Kowansky & Ram Josyula  
Lidia and Carl Krasniak * 
Bonnie Krueger & Thomas Bass * 
Candace Kugel & Ed Zuroweste * 
Matthew and Kat Lacey * 
Madeline Lacotera & John Eldevik * 
Mary Lou and John Lauchert 
Melinda Leising * 
Lisa Magnarelli * 
Emily and Russell Marcus * 
Rosemary and Paul Martini 

Mary and Kevin Mathews 
Diane Matza and Bart Farell 
Damhnait McHugh & Pat Reynolds * 
Megamotion Physical Therapy  
John and Christine Menard * 
Leona and Jeff Miller 
Christine and Steve Morris 
Darby O'Brien & Kevin Marken * 
Mary and John O'Neill 
Ann and Steve Owen 
Mary Lawrence M Owens 
William J and Nina H Owens 
Barbara and Nick Padula *  
Mona and Bill Perrotti * 
Jeffrey Pliskin 
Rose Raymond 
Mary Jane and Kerry Rogers * 
Maria Elena Santos & George Marsh 
Eileen and Bob Scarlata * 
Ann Silversmith & Jim Schreve * 
Sandra Scofield * 
Jeannie and Nick Selch 
Kathy and Steve Speno 
Elinor and Richard Sorensen * 
Kristen and John Sullivan 
Andrea and Jason Townsend * 
Heidi and John Von Bergen * 
The Harvey Wainright Family * 
Katie and Mark Warfel DO 
Gail Welch 
Peggy & Doug Weldon 
The Wildenger Family * 
Cindy and Paul Smiegal * 
Penny Yee * 
Courtney Zoller 

_________________ 
TRAILBLAZER    up to $99 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Anonymous * 
Milly and Hart Anway * 
Elizabeth Beardsell 
Wendy and Guy Bonomo  
Heather Buchman * 
Paula and Timothy Burback  
Sarah Casey * 
The Catterson Family * 
Cynthia and John Crossley 
Barbara & Rick Decker * 
Lori & Jim Dennison * 
Katheryn Doran * 
Anne and Paul Dunn 
K. Cameron and Elizabeth Feist 
The Fesko Family 
Laura Festine and Abby Taylor * 
Morag and Ian Galloway * 
Cecelia Gilbert * 
Angelina and David Gogola * 

Barbara K. Gold 
David Goldbas * 
Barbara and Pat Grimes 
Sara Groh and David Waldon * 
Susie and Charles Hamilton * 
Nancy Hinge 
Alma Ingalls * 
Monica and Steve Inzer * 
Dorothy Kalies 
Cathy and Ed Kernan 
Joan and James Kistner * 
Ilene Lacey 
Margaret Lalonde 
Sarah and Moe LaLonde  
Norin Lavender 
Alma Lowry & Mike McCormick  * 
Rosie and Steve Marcus * 
Doreen Markson * 
The McCullough Major Family * 
Mary Ellen and Francis McDonough 
Tara and Josh McKee 
Sue Ann Miller and Frank Price * 
Margie Morgan-Davie * 
Mimi Oakes 
Dave and Kathleen Palazzoli 
Patty and Gil Palladino * 
Debbie Quayle * 
Nancy and Todd Rayne  
Frank Rigaud * 
Dale and Cynthia Rollins 
Elizabeth Roy 
Louisa Ruffine and Benj Widiss * 
The Schmalz Family 
Amy and Mark Smith * 
Ellen and Jim Smith * 
Laura Stoll and Ben Fehlner 
The Tantillo Family * 
Jeff and Katie Thibault 
Kathy & Roger Thompson * 
Wendy and Matt Weber 
Marcia Williams & Maurice Isserman* 
Mary Ellen & David Welchons 
Kristen Willson * 
Karen and Jim Winkler 
Diane Wolfe * 
Judy and Fred Wollin * 
Penny Yee    
 
Supporting Local Businesses 
CB Sexton Real Estate 
Dirigo Outdoor Management  
GEM Agency 
Jay-K Lumber 
Jury Lawn & Yard 
Krizia Martin 
Megamotion Physical Therapy 
Strategic Financial Services 

______________________  

 * In Memory of Sam Pellman 

Kirkland Trails Founders Campaign 2020 Honor Roll 
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